VETERINARIAN RESPONSIBILITIES
Role in a pet I&R system
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Outcome from an FVE survey



What should be an eff|C| - \U
traceability system for* pet:

Consistent with systems applicable to animals and
products of the food chain, but easier and cheaper to
implement

e Reliability based on the role of « official veterinarians »
supervised by « competent authorities in the sense of
Directives 90/425 CEE and subsequent

e Priority on movements within EU countries to control
illegal trade and associated mistreatments

e Applicable to dogs and cats.



Priority to trace pet movementsi
illegal trade and associated mistsg Bthents
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Traceability is needed against overpopulation, illegal trade,
and all mistreatments for pets. FVE therefore supports
strongly the EU parliament recent declaration.

However, identification and registration of every dog,
requires action of all member states. This approach will take a
very long time to be effective.

FVE therefore recommends to trace pet movements within
EU, by an ammendment to regulation 998/2003 CEE initiated

by the Commission which could be quickly effective.
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a traceability system of pet ¢
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The uniform identification system and European
passeport have been adopted for pet movements

e Still missing:
— mandatory registration of identification and

passeport into a database,

— linking all databases to a central system from which
information can be retrieved

— reliability by certification of official veterinarians
— dissuasive random controls




® Identification should be mandatory before selling a puppy or
kitten or before transfer to another holding

e |dentification should be registered in a database linked to the
european central information system,

e consecutive holdings should be registered in the original
database or in other linked databases

e |dentification information should include identity of breeder,
subsequent holdings, passport and certifications

e When establishing passports, veterinarians should check
registrations, then register their identity and passeport data.



'. \‘-\‘ J :I J’ _

Linking all databases to a cent f
from which information can be fetrreved

® Only databases member of the EU central information
system or affiliated to it should be accepted for
registration of identification, passeport and certification
data,
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Reliability by certlflca 3

official veterinarians “

Ideally, identification and registration should be
made by veterinarians.
In all cases, veterinarians should check

identification data on the animal and in the
database when delivering a pet passport.

ldentity of certifying veterinarian should be
registered associated to identification number

Controls and sanctions by authorities should be
the same than those of the food chain




asier, cheaper to implerpien |
specifications of the foodi&hain

A traceability system for pet movements does not need a
100% efficacy: random checks, traceability and sanctions
can make it dissuasive to stop most illegal actions. The
traces system is therefore not needed

For pet movements, the only additionnal constraint is
registration; it is a light one and cheap.

This additionnal cost will easily be paid by pet owners as
the price of a garantee of origin, decent breeding and
transportation, better chance to retrieve a lost animal.
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Conditions or eff o ‘"y
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Role of veterinarians:
Differently from the food chain, controls can be

made only on random. Reliability of the system is

based on undisputed authority of veterinarians.

Existing and experienced organizations:

In most countries, the system can be plugged into
existing efficient databases.

The European central information system can be
plugged into EUROPETNET which has proved to be
cheap and efficient during the last 10 years.



UEVP SURVEY __
on ldentification of péets

e Questionnaires were sent out to all UEVP-
member organisations.

e 18 of them returned the filled in
guestionnaire to the UEVP-secretariat.

e Additional information was received from
EUROPETNET, extending the survey to 25
countries
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Apart from dogs, cats and ferrets
Europe, is identification of pet an#
compulsory in your country?

e In 9 of the responding countries (7 EU and 2 non EU)
identification is compulsory for all pet animals.

 |n combination with the information obtained from
EuroPetNet it appeared that identification is now
compulsory in 13 countries in total.

 In 9 countries identification is done on a voluntary
base.
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Are there data bases regist \ng
Companion Animals in your<€&tintry?

* |In most countries, a database to register
identification numbers is present.

e The organisation of these databases varies
per country. In some countries there is one
database per animal species, in other
countries more databases exist.

e Sometimes it is organized per region.
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in your countr
 Only by transponder (microchip) : 5

e Only by tattoo: 0

* By transponder (microchip) or tattoo : 13

In 5 of the countries where tattoo-ing is allowed, it is
carried out under the responsibility of the Competent
Authorities. (N.B. for the others there is no guarantee for
the unicity of

the numbers that are used).
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Is identification of a compan n Snimal
automatically linked with its reglstratlon
in your country?

e |[n 13 countries identification is
automatically linked with the
registration, in 7 it is not

 and in 1 country it varies.
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What is the percentage
identified in your Country?

e Dogs 5—90 % (average 50%)
e Cats 0—40 % (average 10%)
 Ferrets 0-10%
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